Getting to Know You: Building a Community

Wall of Community
Objectives [for using this in the classroom]

· The students and teacher will learn about each other through an artistic activity.

· The students will indirectly learn about community building.

· The students will be use poetry, a dictionary and thesaurus, and adjectives.

· The students will demonstrate their own personal creativity.

· The students will share positive aspects of themselves.

Process:
Year 1: Name Rock
· Hand out a precut, paper rock or brick.  I use paper rocks of different shapes and sizes with my students because Inyan (the rock) is an important cultural aspect.  
· Hand out a copy of Name Rock (see below).

· Read through the assignment with the students and answer any questions. 

· If desired, you can discuss ways rocks are important to the Native American culture or share Inyan stories with the class while they are working.  

Year 2: Adjective Rock
· Hand out a precut, paper rock or brick.  

· Hand out a copy of Adjective Rock (see below).

· Read through the assignment with the students and answer any questions. 

	Name Rock

	

	Directions:  Choose a "rock" that you will use.  Put you name and at least three other objects on the rock.  Once you have finished turn the rock into Kat.  Kat will place the rock on the "Wall of Community."

	

	You must put the name you want to be called on the rock in big letters.

	

	Please include at least three of the following in words or pictures.

	* favorite color

	* Indian name

	* favorite animal

	* favorite music, band, song, musical artist

	* favorite piece of clothing

	* favorite poem

	* favorite word

	* three adjectives that describe who you are

	* favorite comic strip

	* favorite super hero

	* best place you have ever been

	* further place away from home you have traveled

	* family members

	* favorite food and beverage

	* favorite form of communication

	* favorite candy

	* any symbol or picture that represents who you are

	* anything else you can think of not on this list


	Adjective Rock

	

	NOTE:  ALL WORDS AND IMAGES PLACED ON YOUR ROCK MUST BE POSITIVE AND SCHOOL FRIENDLY.

	

	Tools: You can use people, the dictionary, and the thesaurus to locate adjectives that describe you.

	

	1.  Write your name in capital letters across the top of the rock.

	2.  Running down from each letter of your name, write a positive adjective describing yourself.

	3.  Using your favorite color(s), add shapes around the adjectives that describe yourself.  For example, if you like music maybe you will surround the letters with musical notes.


Materials/Resources
· Construction or Cardstock Paper

· Basic Art Materials

· Magazines to cut out pictures/words

· Thesauruses

· Dictionaries

· Writing Utensils/Markers
