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Intro to HTML
In order to surf the internet, you need to use a program such as Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, Netscape Navigator, or some other type of internet browser.  But, why can only these programs display the internet?  Answer:  these programs are able to compile the source code of each webpage you visit.  You see, web pages are simply strings of commands and data sent to your computer in the form of a programming language.  An internet browser is a special program that can read the language and compile it.  In other words, the browser helps the computer translate the source code into something that can be displayed visually on a screen for you to see.  

When people create webpages, they have to write the source code.  The source code for most webpages can actually be accessed using one of the tools in a web browser.  For example, when using Internet Explorer you can open a webpage, and in the “View” menu at the top of the browser window there is an option that is labeled “source.”  If you choose this option, the source code for the webpage can be seen.
The most basic type of code used to program web pages is HTML, which stands for Hypertext Markup Language.  Most/All websites you see are built with at least a bit of HTML programming.  The issue with HTML is that it does not easily allow for fancy elements in a website such as dynamic pages, password protection, slideshows, and the like.  So, many web developers use other languages on top of the HTML base such as Java, JavaScript, Flash, and many others.  These languages are much more complex than HTML and can take a very long time to master.  The good news is that we are only going to be concerned with the basic HTML language for this lesson!
Try it out!  Go to your favorite website and view its source code.  You might find that the code is extremely complex and intimidating.  One reason could be that the code was not actually written by a person.  Many people use website creation software such as Frontpage or Dreamweaver.  These programs add a lot of complex, and in some cases unnecessary, code to the source for one reason or another.  A general rule is:  the more complex the website, the more complex the code will be.  As mentioned, there might be some programming languages used other than HTML.

Your first webpage!
So, now it’s time to begin making your own webpage using HTML.  Before you do, though, make sure you have on you computer:

· An internet browser such as Mozilla Firefox, Internet Explorer, or Netscape Navigator.

· A text editing program, preferably Notepad (not a word processor!)

· A folder where you will save your internet files.

There is an incredible amount of websites on the internet right now that give very good tutorials on how to program a website with HTML.  To begin, we will be using the tutorial at:

http://pageresource.com/html/
Type this address into the address bar of your browser and click on “Getting Started: HTML.”  The next page that comes up has the tutorials that you will go through.  You should go through them in the order they are given, starting with “What you need to have to get started.”
As you progress through each of the sections you should do the activities and answer the following questions.  These will be handed in.

What you need to have to get started

Which text editor are you using?


Which browser are you using?


What is the name of your folder and where is it located?
Using the Materials
What should you put as the file type on the file you save?  In other words, what should the last three letters of the file name be?
Describe what your page looks like in a browser once you have opened it.

About HTML tags, a basic format

Describe what an HTML tag is and some rules to keep in mind when using them.


What is the purpose of the <html> and </html> tags?


What is the purpose of the <title> tag and what does it do to a webpage?

If you want text to appear on your webpage, between which tags will it go?
Basic text tags: italics, bold, center, etc.
Let’s say you wanted to write on your website, “Hello, my love!”  You want the whole phrase to be in the center of the page, the word “Hello” to be bold, in italics, and underlined, and the words my love with a strike through them.  How would you format your html code to do this?

Try adding this to the code you already created from the Using the Materials section.  Make sure it works before moving on.
Headings, Paragraphs, Line Breaks

What happens to the font as the numbers get larger in the <heading> tag?

Describe the difference between the <br> tag and the <p> tag.
Manipulating Font Size and Color

What are two techniques you could use for changing the size of your font?


If you wanted your font to be blue, what are two ways to accomplish this?


If you wanted your font to be purple, what are two ways to accomplish this?
Using Special Characters

When would you want to use the &nbsp; reference?


What reference would you use to make and upside-down exclamation mark appear on your webpage?
Linking to Other Pages

If you put the following code into your webpage, how would it look and what would it do?

<a href=”http://www.google.com”>Click here to search.</a>

How would the <a> tag be different if the link you want is in the same directory as your webpage compared to if the link is outside of the directory of the webpage?

Adding Images to your Page
If you had a picture named “mydog.jpg” in your directory and wanted to center it on your webpage, what would you put in your code to accomplish this?
HTML Comments

How do you view the comments of a webpage?


What are at least two situations in which you might want to put comments in your code?

Using HTML Lists

Imagine you wanted an indented list that has looks like the following:

1. Lions

2. Tigers

3. Bears

4. Oh my!

What code would you need to accomplish this?
Using the BODY Tag Attributes

How do you change the background color of your page?

If you wanted a picture in the background of your page, how would you accomplish this?
Changing the Default Text Color

What is the effect of adding the code, text=”#FF0000”, into the <body> tag?
Changing the Link Color

When do you think you would want to change the color of a link?

Using a Background Color

If you typed the following code into your webpage, what would the result be?

<BODY bgcolor="#0000FF" text="#000000" link="red"> 

Using a Background Image

If you wanted a picture named “me_myself.gif” as your background and it was located in the same directory as your html file, how would you accomplish this?
How would you use a picture on someone else’s website as a background image?
Resizing an Image

What must you do in order to resize an image on your webpage?


What is a potential drawback of resizing images on webpages?
Using an Image as a link

If you wanted people to be able to click on a picture called “minneapolis.gif” to go to the website, “http://www.ci.minneapolis.us”, but you did not want a border around the picture, what would your code look like for the link?
Image Alignment and Wrapping Text

Describe what happens when you put the align=”right” command in the <IMG> tag.
Using Image "alt" Commands

Why is using the “alt” command useful?  


Write the code would you need to put into your webpage if you wanted the following:  a picture with the name of “fluffy.jpg” that is centered, a width of 100 pixels, a height of 150 pixels, no border on the picture, and a message for people who have browser pictures turned off that says “This is a picture of Fluffy.”

The Email Link

What is the difference between a link to another page and an email link?


How do you make an email link that fills in the subject of the email automatically?

Final Task!
OK, now that you’ve completed the basic HTML tutorials it’s time for you to make a webpage.  Make a webpage about yourself (your hobbies, your personal story, or whatever else you would like to share) from scratch with the following elements:

· At least two instances of font that is different in color and style than the default

· At least two links to other websites or other pages you have created

· A background picture or color different than the default

· At least two pictures with descriptions wrapped around them and with the “alt” command

· At least one list containing at least two items
· At least one comment (you should have one comment in the beginning that says “Code written by ….your name.”)

· A link for sending you email.
You can make the webpage as complex as you like, but at a minimum it must contain the elements described above.  Feel free to seek out other help in HTML programming if you want to do some fancier stuff.  The internet is a wonderful place for assistance. 
 Most importantly, as you work on your page, check it out in a browser every now and then to make sure it looks as you intended and that the links work correctly.  
When you are finished, print a copy of your HTML code, a copy of the website, and give your instructor an electronic copy of the folder that contains your code and pictures.  Thanks and have fun!

