BUILDING A READING OUTFIT

Quarter One Overall Objectives

· The students will learn different tools and techniques to help them increase their reading comprehension.

· The students will learn about and demonstrate an understanding of reading comprehension.

· The students will read Native American literature.

· The students will learn about and demonstrate an understanding of the reading process.

· The students will examine the history and structural elements of words while building their vocabulary.

· The students will learn how to use resource materials such as dictionaries and thesauruses.

· The students will read and understand the value of reading.
Lesson #1:  Reading Information [1 class hour]

Objectives

· The students will discuss and create a list of reasons for reading and why reading is important.

· The students will learn about, discuss, and create a list for the four basic categories or reading materials.

Process

1. The students will journal on the following quotation.

“Reading is what happens in your head, in your heart, and in your gut.  Reading is an experience and an activity, a skill and an ability.  It’s also a complex process that you must continually improve.”  Reader’s Handbook
2. Discuss the journal responses.

3. An active reader understands each of the following statements and uses them.  Discuss and create lists for the following four statements:

· Reading requires tools.

· Reading is a set of habits and abilities.

· Reading is thinking.

· Reading is power.

Break students into four groups (this should be quarter long groups).  Each group will create a poster for one of the statements using only pictures.  The only words allowed on the poster is the statement
Lesson #2:  The Reading Process  [2 class hours]
Objectives

· The students will learn about the reading process.

· The students will actively engage in the reading process.

Process

1. Students will journal.  “What is the reading process?”

2. Discuss the journal responses.

3. Lecture: The Reading Process

4. Practice the reading process as a class using the book A Boy Becomes a Man at Wounded Knee.  
The Reading Process Lecture

Information for the lecture was taken from Reader’s Handbook.

1. Pre-reading

· Establish a purpose

· Preview 

· Predict

· Determine genre

· Determine how to read

· Determine tools needed

2. Reading

· Read with a purpose

· Take notes

· Continue to make new predictions

· Make connections with yourself and your life

3. Looking Back

· Did you fulfill your purpose?

· Is there anything you don’t understand?

· Write down additional questions.

· Take notes for information you still need

4. Re-Reading

· Re-read parts of the book in order to find missing information

· Check your notes and fill in missing information

5. Remembering

· Discuss, write, do an assignment or activity using what you have read, your ideas, your feelings, etc.
Lesson #3:  Reading Comprehension [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will learn about the three main types of reading comprehension: literal, interpretative, and applied.

· The students will determine where in the reading process each comprehension happens.

· The students will begin a year-long journey of building a Reading Comprehension Vocabulary that is used in reading test questions and will help them determine where to find the answers.

Process

1. The students will do a word study on the word “comprehension” in their journals.

2. Discuss the word.

3. Reading Comprehension Lecture.

4. As a class, go over literary questions and identify where in the comprehension level the question belongs.  While doing this, create a comprehension vocabulary.  Add to this as the year proceeds.

Reading Comprehension Lecture

1. What is reading comprehension?

2. There are three types: literal, interpretative, and applied.

3. Literal comprehension is a basic understanding of what you’ve read.  This is information that has been provided to the reader in the text.  Answers to literal based comprehension questions are found in the text.

4. Interpretative comprehension requires the reader to process information in order to understand better.  This is when you are asked to analyze, draw conclusions, make decisions, and evaluate.  I call this the thinking comprehension because all of the answers are found in your thoughts.

5. Applied comprehension is putting what you have read to work.  Applied comprehension asks you to apply what you have learned to your own life or other subjects and to do something with the knowledge.  This could be as simple as an essay question or a project. 
Lesson #4:  Genre Study [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will learn about genre and subgenre.

· The students will create a list of genres and subgenres.

· The students will learn the computer lab rules and follow them.

· The students will use search engines to fine genres and subgenres.

Process

1. The students will journal.  “What is genre?  Why is it important to know the genre of a book?”

2. Discuss the students’ response.

3. Go over Computer lab rules, expectations, and login information.

4. Go over a list of search engines and create words students can use while researching genre.

5. Handout the assignment.  Students are to find a list of genre and subgenre.

6. Go to the computer lab for twenty to thirty minutes.

7. Return to classroom where the groups will meet in order to create a list of the genre and subgenre and a small description of each.  After making the list, students will create posters for each.  Hang these posters around the house.   
Lesson #5:  Making Inferences [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will learn about making inferences.

· The students will practice making inferences while studying poetry.

· The students will distinguish between fact and onions.

Process

1. The students will do a word study on the word inference in their journal.

2. Discuss the information the students gathered.

3. How does a person make an inference?

4. Handout the book Rising Voices.  
5. Use a few of the poems in the book to practice making inferences.  

6. Assign another selection from the book for each group.  Each group will read the selection and create a poster for that selection, including their inferences.
Lesson #6:  Drawing Conclusions  [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will learn how to draw conclusions.

· The students will practice drawing conclusions.

Process

1. Students will journal.  “What have you learned from the book you are reading?  What is the most interesting part?  What is the most boring part?”

2. Discuss students’ journal responses.

3. Discuss how to draw conclusions and how it is different from making an inference.
4. Using a selection from Rising Voices, practice drawing conclusions.

5. Once again, assign a different selection from the book to each group.  The groups will make a poster for their selection.
Lesson #7:  Compare/Contrast  [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will learn how to compare and contrast two or more items.

· The students will practice compare/contrast.

· The students will learn how to use a Venn diagram.

Process

1. The students will journal.  “Do a word study for both of the words compare and contrast.”

2. Discuss the information the students have found.

3. Handout two creation stories to each student.  Explain that they are to read each story and fill out a Venn diagram.  Explain how to do a Venn diagram.

4. Once students finish the Venn diagram, they choose which story they want to keep and receive a new story.  They do another Venn diagram for those two stories.  Using the information gathered, the students will create a Venn diagram for all three of the stories.
Lesson #8:  Outlines [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will learn how to outline text in order to better understand it.

· The students will practice outlining a text as a class.

Process

1. Students will write a journal.  “What is an outline?  When does a person use an outline?”

2. Discuss the students’ journal responses.

3. Go over the basic outline layout.

4. As a class outline A Boy Becomes a Man at Wounded Knee.
Lesson #9:  Structural Elements [1 class hour]
Objectives

· The students will learn about the structural elements of a book and how to use them to be a better reader.

Process

1. Students will journal.  “What are the different parts of a book?  How can the parts of a book help you understand it better?”

2. Discuss the students’ response.

3. Go over structural elements of a book: illustrations; forwards, beginnings, prologues, introductions; epilogues, endings; notes; footnotes; Boldface print; headings and subheadings; appendixes; etc.

4. Students examine the book they are reading and write about the structural elements found in their book.

5. Students examine different text books and write about how text books use structural elements differently from non-text books and how it helps the readers to navigate through the text.
Lesson #10:  Graphic Organizers [18 class hours]
Objectives

· The students will learn about a variety of graphic organizers.

· The students will use the graphic organizers to better understand the text.

Process

Note:  This lesson will actually take place over several days, depending on the number of graphic organizers taught.  Journals should be related to the students reading or the students understanding of what they have learned this quarter.  Activities should be done on the book the students are reading.

1. The students will journal.

2. Discuss the students’ journal responses.

3. Go over how to use a graphic organizer.

4. The students will use the graphic organizer with both the book they are reading and Rising Voices.
List of Graphic Organizers Used:
Train Track

Circle Sequence

Storyboard

Circle Chart

Key Points

Blooming Words and Phrases

The Five Ws

Story Pattern

Mind Look For

Cause-and-Effect Chain

Compare and Contrast Diagram

Steps to take in the Analysis of a Piece of Literature

The Big Question

Bookmark Organizer

Character Map

Plot Diagram

Timeline

Word Tree
